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COMPONENT A B ¢ D E F

PROPORTI ON( %9 10 10 30 30 10 10
RAI NFALL( nm) Approxi mate Annual Rainfall: 500-625

GEOLOGY Triassic Sandstone, Siltstone

TOPOGRAPHY Rolling Plains and Associated Lagoons

Position (Stony) Crests/upper Slopes Md Sl opes Lower Sl opes/Flats Drai nage Flats/Lagoons Saline Drainage Flats Drai nage Lines
Typi cal Sl ope(o) 7 10 5 0 0 0
NATI VE VEGETATI ON

Structure (Open) Wodl and (Cpe [n) Woodl and G assl and/ Her bl and Sedgel and/ Her bfi el d Wodl and
Floristic Eucal yptus vininalis Eucal yptus vimnalis Eucal yptus vininalis Poa sp. Gahnia trifida Eucal yptus ovata
Associ ation (See  Tomndra Tongifolia Eucal yptus pauci fl ora H bbertla fasciculata Plantago coronopus Poa sp.

Appendix 1 for

Latandra longifolia

Juncus kraussi i

comon nanes) Li ssanthe strigosa Pl ant ago _cor onopus
\hl enbergi a sp. Sanol us repens
Acaci a deal bat a Acaena novae-zel andi ae
Dant honi a_sp. Trifoliumfragiferul
Theneda australia Hor deum nar i nun
Distichlls distichophylla
Puccinellia stricta
SaL

Surface(A) Texture

Sand

Loany Sand

Loany Sand

Sandy Loam Sandy Ol ay Loam

Light Oay

Heavy O ay

B Hori zon(subsoi l)
Col our (moist)

Extremely shal | ow (stony)
sand - very dark greyish

Sandy clay - brown/dark
brown (10 YR 4/3) sonetinmes

Deep sandy to medi um cl ay-
yel [ owi sh brown (10 YR 5/4)

Deep heavy clay - Dark brown
(10 YR 3/3) to olive brown

Deep clay - various colours
e.g. Very dark grey (10 YR

Deep heavy clay - Black (10 YR 2/1) to
greyish brown (10 YR 5/2) with dark

Texture and brown (10 YR 3/2) to dark with red (2.5 YR 4/8) mottle. | sometimes with greyish brown |(2.5 Y 4/4). Duplex. 3/1) to pale brown (10 YR yel | owi sh brown (10 YR 4/6).
primry profile yel | owi sh brown (10 YR 3/4) Dupl ex. (10 YR 5/2) mottle. Duplex. 6/3) to yellowish brown (10 Uniform

form on bedrock. Uniform YR 5/6). Uniform

Permeabi | ity H gh H gh/ Moder at e Moderat e Mbderat e Low Low

Typi cal depth(m 0.25 0.55 >1.40 0. 80 1.10 >1. 40

LAND USE

Grazing, Cropping

HAZARDS

Moderate Sheet, Rill, Qlly Erosion

Fl ooding, Water! ogging

Flooding, Salting
it er | 0ggi ng

Fl oodi ng, Wt erl oggi ng
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ELLI NTHORP PLAI NS

This land systemis |ocated about 10 km west of Ross and includes Triassic sandstone
hills, extensive rolling plains and a series of |agoons.

The crests and upper slopes of the sandstone hills typically have | ess than
0.25 mof stony uniform sand which supports a woodl and/ open woodl| and
dom nated by Eucal yptus vimnalis with an understorey of Lomandr a
| ongi folia.

Deep (0.60 n) duplex soils on md and | ower slopes have a |ight surface texture, such
as a loany sand over a dark brown to yellowi sh brown sandy clay with a red to
greyish brown nmottle. These soils support a woodl and/ open woodl and dom nated by
Eucal yptus vimnalis and Eucalyptus pauciflora over an understorey of Lonandra
longifolia, Lissanthe strigosa, Whlenbergia sp, Acacia dealbata, Danthonia sp,
Thenmeda australis, and H bbertia fascicul ata.

On saline drainage flats, associated with | agoons, deep duplex soils are found. These
consist of a sandy |oanisandy clay |oam surface over a dark brown to olive brown
heavy clay. They support a grassland/ herbland dom nated by Poa sp and Plantago
coronopus. On the nost saline of these flats, uniformlight clays occur that vary in
colour from very dark grey to pale brown to yellow sh brown. These support a
sedgel and/ grassl and dom nated by Gahnia trifida, and Poa sp with Juncus kraussii,
Pl ant ago coronopus, Sanolus repens, Acaena novae-zel andiae, Distichlis distichophylla
and Puccinellia stricta.

A nunber of dune and lunette landfornms occur in the area. These consist of aeolian
sand and clay deposits. This type of |andform has been described by H Il (1940),
Ni colls (1958a), Bow er (1973, 1976). The exanples on the Ellinthorp Plains have been
described by Leany (1961). The aeolian material which form these deposits may have
been derived fromthe Central Plateau following the retreat of Pleistocene ice caps.
They have been described from areas such as Lake Crescent, Lake Sorell, Lagoon of
I sl ands and Lake Augusta (Penberton 1986).

Soils in the area have been described and mapped by Leany (1961).

The region has been extensively cleared for grazing and cropping. Sheet and rill
erosion are potential hazards on the crests and slopes whilst flooding, waterlogging
and salting are hazards on the drainage flats. The saline drainage |ines and
[agoons in this land system are sinmlar to those described in the adjoining
Tunbridge Flats (173121) Land Systemto the south.
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Undul ati ng pl ai ns and sal i ne | agoons of the ElIII|I nthorp Pl ains
Land Systemwith the Western Tiers in the
backgr ound.
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