12. TAND SYSTEM DESCRIPTICNS AND DIAGRAMS
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The S eppes

The Steppes Land System occurs in a |ocalised area around the southern shore
of the Lagoon of islands. It is conposed of gentle terraced slopes with |arge
swanp and | ake conponents.

Country rock is Jurassic dolerite, soils vary from stony, gradational vyellow
brown loanms on slopes to uniformnottled or gley clays on flats and swanps.
There is a report of aeolian material (Tyler 1976) on the eastern shore of the
| ake. The deposit 1is probably sinilar to the wind blow sequences in the
Interlaken Land System which are uniform sands.

Vegetation on the well drained conponents consists of tall open forests
dom nated by Eucal yptus pauciflora and E._ coccifera, which probably reflects
the effects of cold air drainage into the area fromthe |ower plateau surface.
Flats and swanpy areas probably supported tussock grassland and open heath

prior to clearing. I ntroduced pasture species are now established in these
ar eas.

Cattle and sheep grazing areinportant. Stony sl ope conponents have been
exploited for tinber. The Lagoon of islands is an inportant trout fishing
| ake. Prior to damming it was also of great ecological significance (Tyler

1976), wth its islands of floating vegetation. The stability of these
i slands has been deleteriously affected by the Lagoon of Islands inpoundnent.

Hazards include sheet erosion of a low order on the slopes, and a possibility
of waterlogging in swanps and on poorly drained flats.
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