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Al ma Pass

The Alma Pass Land System includes an area of high country between the
Lagoon of Islands and Lake Sorrel. It is an undulating, exposed, hilly area
which probably receives slightly higher precipitation than surrounding
regions due to its elevated position. Wnter snowfalls are also nore
frequent than on adjoining lower country. Country rock is Jurassic
dolerite which often outcrops as rocky ridges. Fragnents are dispersed
through soil profiles which is probably a result of Pleistocene periglacia
solifluction events.

Al though a nunber of conponents have stony vyellow sh brown gradational
soils typical of nuch of the Central Plateau, nbst contain stony brown or
reddi sh brown gradational soils. Accurate depth neasurenments were difficult
to obtain due to the predom nance of rocky fragments in the profile. The
presence of open to tall open forest in protected situations on well
drained loany soils suggests relatively high fertility. Eucalyptus
del egatensis is the dom nant species but E pauciflora and E. coccifera are
al so present. An open heath understorey dom nated by Cyathodes parvifolia,
Pul tenaea juniperina and Lissanthe nmontana is frequently found. The nobst
exposed positions on crests have low open woodlands of Eucal yptus
coccifera. Eucal yptus subcrenulata which tol erates poor drainage conditions
co-domnates with E. coccifera on organic soils associated with poorly
drained crest situations. This fornmer species may al so occur on organic
soils around watercourses where thickets of Leptospernum |anigerum
scrub predom nate. Leptospernum |lanigerumis relatively frost sensitive
and may be killed in areas susceptible to cold air drainage, during very
col d snaps.

This land system is presently utilised for grazing and forestry. The
greatest |and degradation threat is on exposed crests where sheet erosion
Is nost evident. Revegetation is limted by frost heave which uproots
see?lings. Waterlogging is a potential hazard on areas covered by organic
soils.
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LANDSYSTEM

Alma Pass

472442
Area(ha)-.
6452
COVPONENT 1 2 3 4 5 6
PROPORTI ON( % 20 20 10 20 20 10
RAI NFALL (nmm) Approxi mate Annual Rainfall: 750-1000
CEOLOGY Jurassic dolerite
TOPOGRAPHY Hilly country with rock outcrop in places
Posi tion Rocky Lower Sl ope Rocky M d Sl ope WAt er cour se Rocky Upper Hel | Drained Poorly Drained Crest
[al] n o) ot ~
Typi cal 3-5 5 0-1 5-7 1-3 1-3
Cl Aanal A\
NATI VE
Structure (Tall) Open (Tall) Open Forest |(Tall) Open Forest Low Open Wodl and Low Open Woodl and
Floristic Eucal ypt us Eucal ypt us Eucal ypt us. Eucal ¥pt us Eucal ypt us
Associ ati o del egensi s E. subcrenul at a del egat ensi s, coccifera coccifera E
n e. pauci flora Lept osper num Cpronosa nitida Acaci a subcrenul at a
Appendi x | Acaci a deal bata | ani gerum C,}/at hodes parvi f deal bat a Epacri s
for conmon Cyat hodes Cyat hodes olia Pultenaea Hakea gunnii Restio
names) arvifolia parvifolia . uni perina | i ssosperm australis Poa
i ssant he Juncus pal lidus onati a, Cyat hodes sp.
nontana O eari a tinctoria arvifolia
phl ogopappa Li ssant he Pul t enaea
Acaena_ novae- nont ana Poa sp. uni perina
zel andi ae Poa i ssant he
SOT— an mnnt ana Pna
Surface(A) Tex Silty Loam Loam Peat Loam Loam Peat
i Dark reddi sh brown [Stony, gravelly, Stony, gravelly, Stony, gravelly, Stony, gravel Iy, Stony, gravell ¥
H_onzonfsubs fSYR 3/2) clay dark yel'l owi sh br own/ dar k br own dark yel'|l owi sh dark reddi sh dark grey flo YR
oi |) Col our oam Gradati onal brown (10 YR 3/4) 10 YR 4/3) soil. browmn (7. 5 YR brown (5 YR 3/4) 4/ 1) to Ee | owi sh
wet ) silty clay | oam gani c. 3/4) sandy clay sandy clay | oan brown (10 YR 5/6)
exture and Gradati onal . Loam Gradati onal . soil . gani c.
prinmary Gradati onal .
Perneability H gh- Moder at e Hi gh- Mbderate Moder at e Moder at e
Typi cal >0. 50 >0. 50 >0. 30 >0. 30 >0. 30 >0. 40
Aant Il nA
Cept h(A) Hori z 0. 15 0. 10 0. 20 0. 05 0. 05 0. 20
LAND USE Forestry, grazing
HAZARDS Low sheet erosion Wat er | oggi ng Mbder at e sheet erosion Wat er | oggi ng




