472443

M ena

Extending from Geat Pine Tier and Lake Fergus in the west to the southern
shores of the Geat Lake in the east is an area of undulating terrain with |ow
hills farmng the Mena land system Jurassic dolerite is w despread although
smal| areas of basalt occur in the vicinity of Skittleball HIlI.  Mny of the
conponents are covered wth rock debris which probably developed under
Pl ei stocene periglacial conditions. Rock outcrop is common on slopes and
crests.

Soils display brownish red gradational profiles wth thin surface (A
hori zons. These are often overlain by a 5 to 10 cmdeep litter layer. Peat
soils occur in poorly drained positions such as valley flats and swanps, but
occasionally (e. g. upper reaches of the Little Pine River) they extend onto
sl ope conponents. The vegetation typical of swanps and valley flats extends
onto these slopes. It consists of a floristic mosaic of bol ster noorland.

Slope conponents have the greatest variation in vegetation reflecting
variation in topographic exposure and cold air drainage. Taller forests often
grow in protected positions such as the eastern slopes of Barren Tier while on
westerly aspects woodl ands occur. Taller forests are domnated by Eucal yptus
del egatensls and E dalrynpleana with E  coccifera, E  pauciflora and
occasionally E__gunnii domnating exposed situations. The effects of cold air
drainage from the higher plateau surface are obvious in the upper valley of
the Little Pine Rver where heathland replaces woodland on |ower sl opes
Here, (the relatively cold sensitive ash) E_delegatensis is often established
on slope positions where cold air does not settle. The nost exposed areas on
crests and plateaux support woodl ands of E_ coccifera and cold tolerant shrubs
such as Qites spp. The area between Geat Pine Tier and Lake Fergus is
probably the nost exposed part of the land system Scattered individuals of
Ei coccifera occur although tussock grassland and open heath also dom nate in
pl aces.

Land uses in this land systeminclude grazing, forestry and recreation. Shack
devel opment has taken place at the southern end of the Geat Lake. Land
degradation hazards include sheet erosion on drier sites and waterlogging in
swanps. Sheet erosion is likely to be the greatest threat on the drier
locations (e.g. in conponents 5) where Poa grasslands occur west of Lake
Fer gus. Four wheel drive vehicles have caused severe channeling in peats
imediately north of Little Pine Lagoon on the track to Lake Fergus. Rl
erosion has extended into the mneral horizon although '"armouring' by a rocky
| ayer, often prevents further erosion. Here a rocky layer at the top of the
mneral soil (inmediately below the peat) protects the profile from further
degradati on.
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Sheet eroded flats with open heath and tussock grassland.  Rocky
crest component in background with Eucalyptus coccifera woodland.
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LAND-SYSTEM T ——
Mi ena
472443
Area( ha):
212(/2 )
COVPONENT 5
PROPCRTI ON( % 35
RAI NFALL () Approxi mate Annual Rainfall: 750-1000
GEa asY Jurassic dolerite with areas of basalt
TCPOGRAPHY Undul ating terrain with lowhills
Posi tion val l ey Fl ats/ Snanps wel | Drained Hats Rocky S opes Rocky Qests Undul ating Pl at eaux
Typi cal S ope( ®) 01 1-3 5-15 7-10 37
NATI VE VEGETATION  Tussock G assland/ en Heat h/ pen Wodl and to Low Qpen
Structure Sedgel and/ Heat hl and ussock @G assl and Low Qpen For est Low Qpen Wodl and VWodl and, Tussock
Qassland in Places
Horistic Poa sp. ) Hel i chrysum hooker i Eucal ypt us coccifera Eucal ypt us coccifera Eucal ¥Qt us coccifera
/(%Sggm at i og 1 ERggtr?Taustral is ‘ chea acerosa E"&aﬁ%m-ora——_“ U’I’t‘é%pr*e‘\To'l_utT_ ol ura .I_
endi x €pr dosper ma 111 forne ?a:cr]:s ann | ‘mr na ParTena Tni per i na Wd'_"_"-fes parvifolia
for égﬁrmn ‘Enpodi mnus I Ssan ‘q_—r‘e montana E del e)éa ensi s’ @%‘lﬁ ul t enaea | uni perina
names) Cal P Hakea eprgrotis I-’akea__lil_gégm FeTLCArysum Tum TFETTCNTyS rys‘uJ_I_'g'm gdiTorium
Astel la al pi na Poa H epig S i ssan em)tana— Poa sp_
Rchea scoparia Coprosna_ nitida
@Eﬁl"_ . TSsant fie " ToMt aha _
rortanel Ia forsterioides FElNchrysum Tedijolium
‘Prerygopappus lawencii. 'IWﬁb‘c‘\e(\r—pE Thymtolta
Vall ey bogs occur in places
Wi th vegetatl on very simlar
L to that “of the swanps)
Surface(A) Texture Peat Oganic Silty day Loam Qganic |oam|oam QO gani ¢ | oam QO gani ¢ | oam
B Hori zon(subsoil) Gravellg yellow sh brown St ony, dark brown (7. 5 YR 3/4) Gavelly, stony, light clay Q avel I¥ stony, dark brown/ Gavel |y, stony, dark
Colour (wet) /4y “cl ay. [rght cla to clay loam Wde variety of brown ( 4/4) to dark brown/brown (7”5 YR 4/4)
Texture and gani c. Gradat|ona| col ours_ranging from strong r eddi sh brown (5 YR 3/2) to strong brown( 7. 5 YR
rimary profile brovm\;l__\z 5 /6) to red light clay to clay |oam 5/8) light clay to clay
orm (2 5 4/6). Qadational. G adational . | oam G adational .
Perneabi lity Moder at e Moder at e Moder at e Moder at e
Typi cal depth(m >0. 50 0. 40 >0. 50 >0. 50 >0. 50
Dept h( A) Hori zon(m) 0. 30-0. 40 0. 05 0. 050. 10 0. 05-0. 10 0. 10-0. 155
LAND USE Shack devel opnent, forestry, grazing, recreation
Wt erl oggi ng, rilling Moder at e sheet erosion
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