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Surrounding the northern and north western shores of the Geat Lake is a
relatively steep escarpment with a few rocky ridges and hills. A

| andf orms are covered by scree material while boul der deposits are common
on upper and md slopes. Pleistocene periglacial conditions were probably
responsible for these features and the extremely rocky, stony soils which
are widespread. Periglacial activity such as nivation and solifluction are
likely to have reached a maximum during Pleistocene tinmes when ice caps
were situated immediately north and west of the land system (Derbyshire
et al 1964). Country rock is Jurassic dolerite.

Rock fragments which occur through all horizons make depth measurements
difficult. Soils vary in colour from yellow sh brown on |ower slopes to
dark reddish brown on md slopes and strong brown on rocky crests with
| oany textures common. Surface horizons nmay be overlain by a 5 to 10 cm
litter layers, organic soils are characteristically found around |ower
sections of watercourses on gentle gradients. These areas are dom nated by
open heath and sedgeland, with nossbeds of Sphagnum cristatum in
pl aces. Occasional specimens of Athrotaxis cupressoides are situated in
less fire prone positions on these bogs or on small islands in the creeks.
Eucal yptus del egatensis open forest domnates slower slopes. Low woodl ands;
of E. coccifera on md! slopes and crests, are indicative of the cold
condi tions which often prevail.

Boul der slopes are often devoid of vegetation but may support thickets of
Not hof agus cunningham i, Leptospermum l|anigerum Oites revoluta and o.
acicularis. The highest positions in this land system are on the (tree
line) boundary between sub-alpine and alpine habitats. A low heath
understorey occurs under forested conponents which contrasts wth dense
scrub understoreys typical of wet sclerophyll forest at |ower altitudes.

Land uses include hydro-electric power generation, recreation and shack

devel opment. Potential [and degradation problenms include waterlogging
and sheet erosion
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Boulder fields often lack vegetation and have very limited soil development
between poorly sorted dolerite rock fragments.
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Jurassic dolerite

TOPOGRAPHY

Escarpnent with scattered hills and scree deposits
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Surface( A Text u Peat Loam - day Loam Loam Organic Rich Loam Loam
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LAND USE Hydro-el ectric power generation, recreation, shack devel opnent
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