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Ni ve River

The Nive River Land Systemis situated close to Bronte Park occupying areas
around the Nive plains and the Little River/Nive River junction. Terraced
sl opes of Tertiary basalt flows are well preserved and typify much of the
| andscape. Lower conponents are often covered wth alluvium while
dolerite rock fragments may be common in some soil profiles further
upsl ope. Erosion of the very shallow soils has resulted in the exposure of
bedrock on crest components in the Little River area.

Large areas of this land system are covered by open heath and Poa
grassland. Swanpy areas support Restio australis, Enpodisma mnus and
Epacris gunnii. Cold air drainage from the north may have limted the
distribution of eucalypts (in lower areas) which tend to occur in small
clusters on terraced slopes and crests. However, this may be a result of
vegetation clearance in order to nmake full use of the basaltic soils.
Wetter gullies in the southern part of the land system support forests of
Eucal yptus del egatensis, Nothofagus cunninghami, Drinys |anceolata and
Prost ant hera rotundifoli a.

River flats and terraces around the Nive Rver have |oany soils although
river gravels do occur. Adjoining swanpy ground is covered with peat which
often overlies a nottled light clay. Black uniform soils are comon on
| ower slopes while terraced slopes and crests have reddi sh brown soils.

The land is presently used as a water catchment for hydro-electric power
generation and grazing. Waterlogging is a potential problem on |ow
lying areas. Landslips and sheet erosion are potential hazards posing
moderate threats on terraced slopes and crests.

Terraced slopes of Tertiary basalt around the Nive River. These are
prone to landslips.
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LAND SYSTEM

Ni ve River o
582321
_f_ l.
Ar ea (ha): v
11585 LT s
COVPONENT 1 2 3 4
PROPORTI ON( % 15 5 10 60 10
RAI NFALL (nm) Approxi mat e Annual Rainfall: 1250-1500
GeoLoay Al | uvi um Tertiary basalt
TODGRAP'_N . l. I.:-u.-.l.l I. nl' i nl Al o~ ad + b+ v v annnd ol anac
Posi tion Ri ver Fl ats/ Terraces Swanps Foot sl opes Terraced Sl opes Crests
Typical Sl ope( 1-3 0-1 5-7 7-10 1-3
| ATI VE Sedgel and/ Open
Structure Open Heath Heat h/ Her bfi el d Remmant Heat h Remmant For est Remmant For est
Floristic Hakea epiglottis Resti o Hel i chrysum Eucal yptus coccifera Eucal ypt us pauci flora
Associ ation Hel | chrysum australis hookeri Hakea E. nitida Acacia E. del egatensis
See Appendi x hookeri R Enpodi sma epiglottis Poa deal bat a Hakea H nitida E. coccifera
1 for common | edifolium m nus Juncus sp. Craspedi a epiglottis Acaci a deal bat a Rakea
names) Li ssant he nontana pal | i dus Poa gl auca Hel i chrysum epiglottis Helichrysum
Poa sp. sp. Epacris hookeri Lissanthe hookeri Lissanthe
gunni i nont ana Pul t enaea nont ana Bedf ordi a
5 ilni neri na Pimnl ea linearis Pna sn
L
surface( A Text Silty Cay Loam Peat Li ght d ay Loam - Cay Loam Loam - day Loam
BHor i zon(subsoi |Strong brown (7. 5 YR Mottled, light clay Bl ack (5 YR 2. Stony, gravelly, dark Stony, dark red
I) Colour (wet) [4/6) alluvial soils with a variety of 5/1) light clay. reddi sh brown (5 YR (2. 5YR3/6) to
Texture and with river gravels in colours. Organic. Uni form 3/3) to yellow sh red red (2. 5 YR 5/6)

Primary profile |places. Conpl ex. (5 YR 4/6 ) light clay. clay loamto |ight
form Dupl ex. clay. Gradational.
Permeabil Ity Hi gh Mbder at e- Low Moder at e- Low Hi gh- Moder at e Hi gh- Moder at e
Typi cal 1. 20 >0. 50 >0. 50 1. 00 0. 40-0. 55
Aant Wl A

Dept h( A) Hor i zon 0. 30 0. 20-0. 40 0. 10 0. 10-0. 20 0. 10-0. 15
LAND USE Grazing, hydro-electric power generation

HAZARDS Moder at e wat er | oggi ng Moderate to high sheet erosion, |andslips Moderate to high sheet




