718121

CAPE SORELL

Thisland system is situated in the far north west
of the study area. It consists of large areas of
undulating plains with some deeply incised river
systems. Precambrian quartzite, sandstone and
schist underlie this peneplain which is covered by
organic soils. The fault boundary between
Precambrian rocks of this land system and the
adjacent Mainwaring River Land System (728121)
is reflected in the change from sedgeland/heath
(718121) to rainforest or mixed forest (728121).
Five bush fires have occurred within the Cape
Sorell land system in the last ten years and have
usually remained on the sedgeland/heath
although one burnt into the Mainwaring River
Land System.

Sedgeland/heath dominates the undulating plains
and Gymnoschoenus  sphaerocephalus,
Lepidosperma filiforme and Sprengelia incarnata
are common. Isolated patches of Lepidosperma
tortuosum were found just downstream from the
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confluence of the Nielson River and Noddy Creek.
Creek and river valeys are likely to have shalow,
dark reddish brown fibrous peat horizons overlying
loam, clay loam or sandy loam subsoils. These
protected locations support mixed forest or rain
forest with Nothofagus cunninghamii, Eucalyptus
nitida, Atherosperma moschatum and Eucryphia
lucida typical. Occasional scrubby areas are
probably dominated by Eucalyptus nitida and
various Leptospermum and Melaleuca spp.
Eucalypts also appear to be more common aong
ridges where firing is more likely.

This land system fals within the South West
Conservation Area. Mineral exploration tracks
cross parts of the land system but the main areas
of mineralogical interest are restricted to the
Cambrian rocks of the adjacent Mainwaring River
Land System.

There is a very high sheet erosion hazard on the
undulating plains where peats have the potential
to dry out and burn. Remaining peat and ash
are easily removed by wind or water as the land
system is very exposed. Peat erosion has aready
occurred on well drained ridges and crests.
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Area(ha): 17734

ALTI TUDI NAL RANCGE (m)

0- 300

APPROXI MATE ANNUAL RAI NFALL( nm)

1500- 2000

SI TE NO. /ALTI TUDE

( 196/ 145/- ) ( 197/185/- )

No site data

nm / ASPECT

TOPOGRAPHY Plains with promnent river valleys

Posi tion Undul ati ng pl ai ns Protected vall eys
Typi cal Sl ope( ) 0-5 5-30
Proportion(% 80 20

GEOLOGY

Precanbrian, quartzite, sandstone and schi st

NATI VE VECGETATI ON

Open sedgel and/ heat h

Closed forest (mxed forest) scrub

Structure

Floristic

Associ ation (See
Appendi x 1 for
comon nanes)

Gvmoschoenus sphaer ocephal us
Lepi dosperma filiforme
Sprengel i a i ncarnata

Lept osper mum ni ti dum Resti o
monocephal us R australis Xvris
sp. Drosera binata Boronia

pil osa B. parviflora Baeckea

| ept ocaul i s Acti notus

bel |'i di oi des

Eucal yptus nitida Not hofaqus cunni nghami i
At her osper ma noschat um Eucrvphi a | uci da
Phvl | ocl adus aspleniifolius Aristotelia
peduncul ari s Anodopet al um bi gl andul osum

Bl echnum wattsii Trochocarpa qunnii Various
Lept osper mum and Mel al euca species in places

SO L Surface(A or P
hori zon) Col our (noist) and
texture

Black (10 YR 2/1 or fibrous peat 5
YR 2. 5/1) over a sandy, gravelly
black (10 YR 2/1 or 7. 5 YR 2/0)
muck peat

Dark reddi sh brown fibrous peat

Subsoi |l (or B horizon) col our
(moi st) and texture

Quartzitic gravels

Grey loam clay | oamor sand

Primary Profile form

Conpl ex

Dept h surface horizon(m

0. 40 - 1. 00

Typi cal total depth(m

0. 65 - 1. 10

Perneability

H gh

LAND USE

Nat ure conservation

HAZARD

H gh sheet erosion hazard




