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Protrudi ng above the higher plateau surface as ridges of rugged hills are
three separate areas of |and which conprise this land system The |argest
is situated just east of the Geat Lake stretching in an arc fromLittle
split Rock in the south to Wld Dog Tier and Rats Castle. Smaller areas
occur just north of the Geat Lake in the Mckeys Creek area and north
west of WId Dog Tier in the Bastion Bluff - Ironstone Muntain region

Al sections of the land system experience extreme weather conditions
due to their exposed position above the higher plateau surface

Geologically the area is domnated by Jurassic dolerite wth extensive
outcrop and boul der slopes. The Ironstone Muntain area nay have been ice
covered during the Pleistocene whilst WId Dog Tier and its environs were
probably on the eastern extremty of the ice cap(s). Ice encroaching from
the west nmay have banked up against the ridges of Little split Rock and the
Ti ers.

Stony, strong brown to dark reddish brown gradational soils cover al
conponents with organic soils occurring in swanpy regions.

The vegetation reflects the extreme weather conditions. Lower slopes
affected by tenperature inversion support open heaths domnated by Helicrysum
hookeri and orites spp. Exposed crest are also dom nated by open heaths of
orites spp. Swanpy areas support sedgelands and various bolster plant
comunities. In contrast, the nore protected and relatively warmer md
sl opes have woodl ands of Eucal yptus coccifera with an understorey of open
heath and Poa spp. grassland.

The WId Dog Tier Land system is situated in the Central Plateau
Protected Area. Land uses are nature conservation and recreation. Large
areas have been severely degraded by fire induced sheet erosion. It is
likely that larger areas would be covered by organic soils if fires could
be precluded. Re-establishment of the vegetation and the resulting peat
build up is severely hanpered in these exposed situations by extrenely
| ow tenperatures and frequent frosts. The formation of ice needles in the
surface soil dislodges young seedlings before they can become establishes.
These well drained ridge environments include some of the most severely
degraded (sheet eroded) areas on the Central Plateau. Fires which are
often lit to provide 'greenpick' for sheep grazing in |ow |ying regions can
nove rapidly onto these ridges.
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Exposed rocky crests with open heath vegetation.
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LAND-SYSTEM
Wil d Dog Tier
772541

Area(ha): ____‘_____:.._——--
7956 "
COVPONENT 1 2 3 4 5
PROPORTI ON( %9 20 25 25 10 20
RAI NFALL (mm) Approxi mat e Annual Rainfall: 1500-2000
CEOLOGY Jurassic dolerite with extensive outcrop and boul der fields
TOPOGRAPHY Al pi ne ridges and rugged hills
Position Lower Sl opes Rocky M d Sl opes Rocky Upper Sl opes Boul der Fiel ds Rocky Crests with
Typi cal Sl ope(°) 5 3-5 3-5 3-5 TTTT3TE
NATI VE Cl osed to Open Heath
Structure Low Whodl| and/ with extensive areas
Open Heat h Woodl and/ Open Heat h Open Heath devoi d of vegetation Open Heat h/ Sedgel and
Floristic Hel i chrysum Eucal ypt us Eucal ypt us Oites acicularis O Oites acicularis O
Associ ation hookeri Oites coccifera coccifera Orites revol uta Coprosnma revol uta M crocacbrys

(See Appendi x
1 for comon
nanes}

acicularis O
revoluta Richea
acerosa Lissant he
nmontana Gevillea
australis

Exocar pos

hum fusus Poa sp.

Lept osper num
rupestre Richea
acerosa R scoparia
Cyat hodes
parvifolia

Li ssant he nont ana
Poa sp.

revoluta Q
acicularis

Monot oca
enpetrifolia
Hel i chrysum

hookeri Cyat hodes
parvifolia Epacris
gunnii Richea
acernsa Cnnronsnn

ni ti da Not hof agus
cunni nghami O earia
pinifolia O

phl ogopappa
Trochocar pa

thym folia Drlnys

| anceol ata Tel opea

truncata Cyat hodes
narvifolia C

t etragona

Lept osper mum rupestre
Baeckea gunni ana

Ri chea scopari a
Epacri s gunni

Bel | endena nont ana
Abr ot anel |l a

f or st enoi des

Pt er vononanniis

Sa L Loam Loam Loam Organi ¢ Loam Organi ¢ Loam
Surface(A) Textu (Peat in Swanps)
B Gravel ly, strong Stony dark reddi sh G avel ly, Stony, very Stony, very

Hori zon(subsoil) |brown (7. 5 YR 4/6) brown (5 YR 3/3) clay br own/ dar k br own dark brown (10 dark brown (10
Col our (wet) clay | oam | oam G adational . (7. 5 YR 4/4) to YR 2/2) clay YR 2/2) clay
Texture and Gradati onal . strong brown (7. 5 | oam | oam
Permeability H gh Hi gh "~ Hgh T Hogn T T Hogn
Typi cal depth(m >0. 45 >0. 40 >0. 40 >0. 30 >0. 50
Dept h( A) Hor i zon( 0. 15 0. 15 0. 05-0. 10 0. 10 0. 15

[AAND USE Nat ure conservation/ recreation
HAZARDS Hi gh sheet erosion




