798122

BIRCHSINLET

This land system consists predominantly of poorly
drained alluvial flats with some well drained
slopes. It covers most of the low lying boggy
land between Birchs Inlet and Elliott Bay and
includes an area around Gordon Lagoon at the
mouth of the Gordon River. Boundaries with the
Spero River Land System (788131) would be
difficult to delineate if fires had not stripped
organic soil from reasonably well drained slopes,
crests and ridges These contrast with the deep
lowland peats of this land system which are often
waterlogged and escape burning.
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Sedgeland/heath covers most poorly drained sites
with rainforest and mixed forest on better drained
slopes and aluvial flats. Some drainage systems
(which were not closely investigated during this
survey) have thickets (up to 10 m high) of
Leptospermum spp., Melaleuca spp. and
Eucalyptus nitida. Very deep black peats are
typical of poorly drained positions while rainforest
locations may have organic surface soils and, in
contrast to sedgeland/heath peats, always have
deep mineral soils.

The Birchs Inlet Land System is situated in the
South West Conservation Area. The area is
crossed by the mineral exploration track between
Birchs Inlet and Elliott Bay but this is seldom
used. Material from seriously degraded land in
the Spero River land systems has been deposited
along creeks and rivers in this land system.
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Area(ha): 14596 H‘“—HE__%_ }!'

ALTI TUDI NAL RANGE (m) 0- 300 APPROXI MATE ANNUAL RAI NFALL (mm 1500-2000

SITE NO. /ALTI TUDE (51/60/-), (58/10/-) 57/ 15/ - 50/ 80/ N

(m / ASPECT

TOPOGRAPHY Undul ating pl ains

Posi tion Ri ver banks Very poorly drained flats (swanps) Wel | drained positions
Typi cal Sl ope( ) 0-5 0 3-15
Proportion(% 20 50 30

GEQLOGY

Peat overlying Tertiary deposits or alluvium

NATI VE VEGETATI ON

Qpen to cl osed

Qpen to cl osed- heat h/

Tall open to closed forest

Structure

(riverine) forest

sedgel and

(m xed forest - rainforest)

Floristic
Associ ation
(See Appendix 1
for comon
nanes)

Lagar ostrobos franklinii
Not hof agus cunni nghami i
Eucryphi a | uci da

At her osper ma noschat um
Anopt erus gl andul osus
Oites diversifolia
Trochocar pa cunni ngham i
Bl echnum wattsii B.
nudum Resti o

tetraphyl | us Baunea
tetragona

Mel al euca squarrosa
Lept osper num ni ti dum
Gvmoschoenus sphaer ocephal us
Lepyrodi a tasmani ca d ei cheni a
di car pa Enpodi sma m nus Restio
australis R nonocephal us
Sprengelia incarnata
Cal or ophus el ongat us
Lept ocar pus tenax Drosera sp.
M crol aena tasnani ca | sophysis
tasmani ca

Eucal yptus nitida

Not hof aqus cunni nghami i
Eucryphi a | uci da

At her osper ma noschat um
Anopt erus gl andul osus
Bl echnum wat t si i

SO L Surface(A or P
hor i zon) Col our

Dark brown (10 YR 3/3 to 7. 5
YR 3/2) |oany sand or clay

Bl ack (10 YR 2/1) fibrous peat
over a black (10 YR 2/1) muck

Dark brown (7. 5 YR 3/2)
litter peat

(moist) and texture | oam (soneti nmes organic) peat
Subsoi |l (or B horizon) |[Brown/dark brown (7. 5 YR Black (5 YR 2. 5/1) sandy, peaty Very dark greyish brown (10 YR
col our (moist) and 4/2) to dark grey (10 YR 4/1) gravel s 3/2 ) clay | oam

texture

clayey sand to sandy cl ay

Primary Profile form Conpl ex (al | uviunm Organi ¢ Probabl y gradati onal
Dept h surface 0. 15-0. 60 1. 20 0. 10

hori zon(m

Typi cal total depth(m 0. 75->2. 00 1. 30 0. 60
Perneability Low hi gh Hi gh Moder at e

LAND USE

Nat ure conservation

HAZARD

Hi gh sedi nmentation




