872441

Lake Myrtle

Ice noving off the western edge of the Central Plateau scul ptured the step
| i ke appearance of nuch of this land system which is situated imediately
south west of the Walls of Jerusalem It also covers an area of |and near
Lake Ayr. Due to access problems this land system could not be thoroughly
investigated in the field, and the description provided here is derived
from aerial photo-interpretation and extrapolation from simlar country
near by.

Geologically the area is domnated by Jurassic dolerite with mnor noraina
deposits in the Junction Lake region. Pleistocene ice erosion activity is
responsible for nost of the |akes which have been produced by glacial
overdeepening. Soils in the areas of glacial deposition appear to be
relatively sandy, and may be underlain by till deposits. Surface deposits
in poorly drained areas are probably dom nated by peat. Yellow sh brown
gradational soils are |likely on better drained positions and brown
gradational profiles may occur on crests. Extensive rock outcrop occurs on
ridges and crests while talus deposits are common on sl opes.

Organic soils probably support sedgeland comunities, with Eucalyptus
coccifera, Leptospernmum lanigerum and orites spp. occurring on noraines in
the Junction Lake area. E. coccifera is |likely to inhabit the yellow sh
brown soils on well drained ridges and slopes while Athrotaxis cupressoides
and A sel aginoides occupy fire protected situations. Exposed crests wth
brown gradational soils are probably domnated by E coccifera and Oites

Spp.

The Lake Myrtle land systemfalls into the central Pl ateau Conservation Area,
and its main land use is recreation. The greatest hazard i s sheet erosion on
drier situations if vegetation is renoved by fire. These coul d spread from
forest operations in the Mersey Valley.
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COVPONENT 1 2 3 4 5

PROPORTI ON( % 10 20 20 30 20

RAI NFALL ( mm) Appr oxi mat e Annual Rainfall: 2000-2500

CEOLOGY Jurassic dolerite with Pleistocene glacial deposits
Mor ai nes and fine sandy Ext ensi ve outcrop Ext ensi ve
mat eri al al ona drai naae _ _ i out cron

TOPOGRAPHY Hilly to mountai nous al pine

Position Lower Fl at s/ Swanps Rocky Ri dges T Lakes Rocky Sl opes Crests

Typi cal Sl ope( ) 0-1 10- 15 0 30 10- 15

NATI VE Sedgel and wi th Open Forest to Low Woodl and/

Structure Open For est / Wodl and Woodl and Woodl and Open Heath

Floristic Gymoschoenus Eucal ypt us Eucal yptus coccifera Eucal ypt us

Associ ation sphaer ocephal us coccifera Orites E. del egatensis coccifera Oites

(See Appendi x Lepi dosperma filiforme revoluta O At hrot axi s revoluta O

1 for comon Enpodi sna mi nus Restio acicularis cupressol des A acicul aris Epacris

nanes) australis Astelia al pina Li ssant he nontana sel agi noi des serpyllifolia
Various bol ster plants Not hof agus Di sel na archeri
Lept osper num | ani ger umr cunnl nghami Drinys

Sa L

Sur face( A) Text u Peat Loam Loam Loam Peat

B Sandy mi ner al Yel | owi sh br own Yel | owi sh br own Br own

Hor | zon(subsoil) |soil. Organic. soils Gradational. to Brown soils. G adat i ona

Col our (wet) Gradati onal . | .

Texture and

Permeability

Typi cal depth(m Not sanpl ed

Dept h( A) Hor i zon(

LAND USE Nat ure conservation recreation

HAZARDS H gh sheet erosion




