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Wil |'s of Jerusal em

Exanples of this land system occur in the vicinity of the Walls of
Jerusalemin the west of the study area, and the Labyrinth in the extreme
west, which is part of the Du Cane Range. These are rugged, nountainous
areas with nunerous |akes and high peaks that once stood as nunutaks above
surrounding ice caps. Cdiff faces often have well developed columar
jointing while steep slopes are mantled wth boulders which often
concentrate to the extent of formng extensive (boulder) deposits.
Al though this land systemis part of the higher plateau surface its |ower
conponents occur at a slightly |ower elevation, while Munt Jerusal em and
the Walls of Jerusalem are two distinctive features which protrude well
above this surface.

Most poorly drained areas are likely to be covered by organic soils. These
probably extend up slopes in favourable positions to form raised bogs
Better drained sites on dolerite probably have yellow sh brown to brown

ﬁtony gradational soils, although |ocalised peat deposits may occur even
ere.

Oganic soils are likely to support a sedgeland, nossland, heathland
mosaic with thick sphagnum npbss beds (occurring as raised bogs in
pl aces) and extensive occurrences of Richea scoparia, R pandanifolia, R
gunnii, Astelia alpina and Geichenia alpina. Extensive bolster plant
communities (e. g. Donatia novae-zelandiae, Dracophyllum mninmm and
Phyl | achne colensoi) occur on the peats while flats and |ower slopes
support Athrotaxis cupressoides woodland, with a Poa grassland beneath.
Not hof agus cunninghami thickets may become nore comon at higher
altitudes with Eucal yptus coccifera and E . subcrenulata; while the dwarf
conifers Mcrostrobos niphophilus and Diselm archeri occur on rockier
sites. Boulder slopes are likely to be colonised by the prostrate conifer
Podocarpus lawencii, wth Oearia pinifolia, Exocarpos humfusus and
Lept osper mum rupestre.

This land system is conserved under State Reserve legislation and is
utilised for recreation only. Sheet erosion is the greatest hazard
especially after fires. Vegetation removal, and the exposure of soil to
severe weather conditions and frost heave usually results in accelerated
soil loss which is difficult to halt. Fire threats come from careless
bushwal kers and forestry operations in adjoining areas.
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View of lakes and swamps from upper slope component. Note fire boundaries
on ridge in background. (Photograph R. J. Carpenter)
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The Temple, Walls of Jerusalem showing swamp, lower slope, scree slope, upper
slope, cliff and crest components. (Photogrraph R. J. Carpenter)
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Area(ha):
4248

LAND SYSTEM

Walls of Jerusalem

QR72RKK1
e k¥t evnnsiveann '.."-."“"__"_','_‘!_l_llo-...__ .'.."' .. ________._._'_' .
COMPONENT 1 2 3 4 5
PROPORTI ON{ 5 20 25 15 35
0,
RAI NFALL( mr Approxi mat e Annual Rainfall: 2000-2500
GEOLOGY Jurassic dolerite with Pleistocene deposits
(M nor outcrop of Upper Parneener Supergroup

TOPOGRAPHY Al pi ne nount ai nous region with glacial features
Posi tion Cr eeks Lakes and Swanps Lower Sl opes/Fl ats Scree Sl opes Upper Sl opes,
Typi cal Sl ope( Ciffs, Crests
) NATI VE 3-5 0 7-10 30- 50 7-15 (90 in places)
VEGETATI ON

Cl osed Heat h/ Mbssl and/ Low Open Closed to Open Open Heath
tructure Sedgel and/ Mbssl a Sedgel and/ Heat hl a Woodl and/ Open Heath with to Low Open

nd nd Heat h extensi ve areas Heat h
Floristic O earia obcordata Sphagnum cri st at um At hrot axi s Oearia pinifolia Oites acicularis

Associ ation
(See Appendi x
1 for comon
nanes)
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serpyllifolia

Cyat hodes
petiolaris

Podocar pus

| awrencii Coprosma
nltida Richea sp.
Exocar pos hum fusus
Li ssant he nont ana
Epacris gunnii
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Shrfacrel A Text i Peat Peat Loam Or gani ¢ Loam Peat Loam Or gani ¢ Loam Peat Loam Peat
B Boul der Boul der Probably strong Probabl y strong Pr obably strong
Hori zon(subsoil) |C ay. C ay. brown to brown soils. brown gradati onal
Col our (wet) Or gani c. Organi c. yel | owi sh br own Gradati onal / Organ soil.

Texture and soi | s. icC. Gradati onal / Organ
Permeability ’

Typi cal depth(m Not sanpl ed

Dept h( A) Hori zon(

nA

LAND USE Nat ure conservation/ recreation

HAZARDS Moderate to high sheet erosion




