898121

ARTHUR PLAINS

This land system consists of undulating flats
covered by peat. It occurs in the Arthur Plains
area with scattered occurrences north of here.
The peat is underlain by poorly sorted deposits
which formed during Pleistocene glacial
regressions. Raised surfaces or old river terraces
are evident on this land system and may have
formed from increased stream flow during these
times. Another feature is the small knolls which
are scattered across the plains.

Most of the land system is covered by sedgeland/
heath which is dominated by Gymnoschoenus
sphaerocephalus, often with emergent Banksia
marginata and Agastachys odorata. Rainforest is
typically confined to well drained positions. With
scrub to open forest flanking creeks and rivers
where Eucalyptus nitida, E ovata, Leptospermum
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spp. and Melaleuca spp. are common. Some
riverine positions (e. g. the upper Huon) have
rainforest with thick horizontal (Anodopetalum
biglandulosum) scrub. The well drained knolls
have taller vegetation (scrub) than the surrounding
sedgeland/heath.

The land system is in the South West National
Park with recreation and nature conservation the
major land uses. On better drained sedgeland/
heath positions sheet erosion (of peat) is a
potential problem where there are frequent fires.
This problem is evident on slopes around the
Crossing River. Track erosion is occurring on the
Port Davey track and the track across the Arthur
Plains. The peat has been removed by continuous
trampling exposing gravel or sand. Gravel
substrates are usualy reasonably stable but sandy
horizons are easily removed by further trampling
and concentrated water flows. Muddy wallows
have developed on both tracks which has led to
track bifurcation.
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Area(ha): 20267 T T T T . S

ALTI TUDI NAL RANGE ( m |0-300 APPROXI MATE ANNUAL RAI NFALL (rmm) 2000- 2500

SI TE NO. / ALTI TUDE (63/240/-) (82/300/Nt) 39/ 380/ W 64/ 280/ -

(m [/ ASPECT

TOPOGRAPHY Undul ati ng pl ai ns

Posi tion Fl ats and sl opes Wel | drai ned Smal | knoll's
ri dges

Typi cal Sl ope( ) 0-3 3-5 0-3

Proportion(% 85 10 5

GEQLOGY Peat overlying gravels and Precanbrian strata

NATI VE VEGETATI ON Cl osed sedge Tal | open-forest Open scrub

| and/ heat h

(m xed forest)

Structure

Gymoschoenus sphaer ocephal us

Eucal yptus nitida

Mel al euca squanea

Floristic

Sprenaelia incarnata

Not hof aaus cunni naham i

Banksi a marai nata

Associ ation

Baeckea | eptocaulis

At her osper ma_nbschat un

Oxvl obi um el lipticum

(See Aopendi x 1

Lepi dospernma filiforne

Phvl | ocl adus asnleniifolius

Boronia nil asa

for comon

Mel al euca sdquanea

Eucryphi a lucida

Di pl arrena sp

nanmes )

Cal or ophus el onaat us

Acaci a nel anoxvl on

Enpodi snma m nus

Resti o nonocenhal us

Anopt erus al andul osus

Resti 0o nonocephal us

R.__conpl anat us

Cvat hodes junibperina

Aaast achvs odorata

R australis

Hi stiopteris incisa

d ei cheni a dicarpa

Xvris sp

Drinvs lanceolata

| ept osper mum ni ti dumn

Bauer a rubi oi des

Lepvrodia tasmani ca

Sel agi nel |l a uligi nosa

SO L Surface(A or P
hori zon) Co | our
(moi st) and texture

Gravel ly dark reddi sh brown (5 YR
2. 5/2) very dark greyish brown (10
YR 3/2) fibrous peat over a sandy
reddi sh black (10 R 2. 5/1) nuck

Reddi sh black (10 R 2.
5/1) fibrous peat

Dar k reddi sh brown (5 YR 2
5/2) fibrous peat over reddish
black (10 R 2. 5/1) muck peat

Subsoi |l (or B

Sand and gravel

Gravel ly very dark greyi sh brown

Brown/dark brown (7. 5 YR

hori zon) col our (10 YR 3/2) |oany sand over 4/ 2) sand, often over
(rmoi st) and texture Iight brownish grey (10 YR 6/2) gravel s
sand
Primary Profile form Organi c Uni form Organi ¢
Dept h surface 0. 15-0. 35 0. 20 0. 50
hori zon(m
Typi cal total depth(m 0. 50-0. 45 >1. 10 0. 75
Perneability Hi gh Hi gh Hi gh

LAND USE

Recreation and hydro el ectric power devel opnent

HAZA_RD

Hi gh sheet erosion if burnt -

Moderate track erosion




Photo 59

- Pl S-SR ST O R ).
Quartzitic glacial deposits overlain by shallow peat near the Scotts Peak Dam
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