918131

MAXWELL RIVER

The Maxwell River Land System is situated in
the Maxwell Valley immediately west of the Prince
of Wales Range and stretches from the Jane River
in the north to the Gordon River in the south.
It is an area of low hummocky relief with broad
north-south trending ridges and low hills
surrounded by mountain ranges of the Hamilton
Range Land System. Relatively
unmetamorphosed Precambrian rocks occur
throughout and include dolomite, sandstone,
siltstone and phyllite. These are typically softer
and more erodible than rocks of surrounding
mountains. Sand and gravel deposits overlie the
Precambrian bedrock (Roberts and Nagvi 1978)
and river channels are often deeply incised into
the unconsolidated deposits. The Maxwell River
areais relatively inaccessible with the only land

L
e

Riverine rainforest flanking the lower stretches of the Denison River
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access a track from the Hamilton Range to the
southern extreme of the land system. Some
information for two components was obtained
from the HEC Lower Gordon River Scientific
Survey (1978).

According to the report cited above, organic soils
over sandy, gravelly and loamy material dominate
the land system. Thick scrub and sedgeland/heath
cover extensive areas in the Maxwell Valley with
forest on better drained locations. Riverine
rainforest is well developed along the banks of
the Maxwell and Denison Rivers and Huon pine
is widespread along these rivers (Davies 1983,
Gibson 1986). Alluvium is typical of riverine
locations with little horizon development except
for a surface peat layer in places. This is often
absent due to active deposition or the removal
of organic matter by frequent flooding.

Nature conservation is the main land use in the
area.
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LAND SYSTEM

MAXWELL RI VER
918131
Area(ha): 27176

ALTI TUDI NAL RANGE (m) 0- 300 APPROXI MATE ANNUAL RAI NFALL (mm) >2500

SI TE NO. /ALTI TUDE

(m [/ ASPECT 191/ 70/ - Sorme information from HEC CGordon River Scientific Survey (1978)
TOPOGRAPHY Undul ating |[plains with low ridges and flats

Posi tion Ri ver banks Undul ating terrain Better drained ridges

Typi cal Sl ope( ) 0 0-3 5-10

Proportion(% 20 40 40

GEQLOGY Precanbri an, dolomte phyllite, sandstone and siltstone
NATI VE VEGETATI ON Cl osed forest Sedgel and/ heath to scrub Open forest-scrub/C osed forest
Structure
I Not hof agus cunni nghami i GQvmmoschoenus sohaer ocenhal us Eucal votus nitida
Floristic At her osper ma_npschat un Lepi dosperma filiforme Lept osper num scopari un
Associ ation Phvl | ocl adus aspl eniifolius Lept osper num ni ti dun L. nitidum
(See Appendix 1 Eucryphi a | uci da Sprengelia incarnata Monot oca gl auca

for comon

Anodopet al um bi gl andul osun

Mel al euca squaneun

Anopt erus gl andul osus

nanes )

Di cksoni a antarctica

Lepyrodi a tasnmani ca

Anodopet al um bi al andul osun

Coprosma _quadrifida

Xyris sp

Bauer a r ubi oi des

Gammitis billardiera

Anodopet al um bi al andul osun

Gahni a arandi s

Li bertia pulchella

Cenarrhenes nitida

Galium australe

Not hof agus cunni nghanmi i

Uncinia sp.

At her osper na_noschat unr

Bl echnum nudum

Phvl | ocl adus aspl eniifolius

SO L Surface(A or P
hori zon) Col our
(rmoi st) and texture

Very dark grey (10 YR 3/1) over
a very dark greyish brown (2. 5
Y 3/2) silt | oamover dark
greyi sh brown (2. 5 Y 4/2)

cl ayey sand

Bl ack fibrous peat over bl ack
nmuck peat

Reddi sh brown fibrous peat

Subsoi |l (or B horizon)
col our (nmoist) and
texture

Gravel s or sands

Sandy | oam sandy clay | oamor clay

hori zons

Primary Profile form

Conpl ex (all uvium

No site data

No site data

Dept h surface 1. 50
hori zon(m

Typi cal total depth(m 1. 50
Permeability H gh

LAND USE

Nat ure conservation
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