972591

Munt Ossa

Mount ossa (1, 617 m) is the highest point in Tasmania, and together with
vari ous peaks above about 1, 200 min the west of Region 5 constitute the
M Gssa land system It includes two areas around Oradle Muntain. This
rugged high country is characterised by the nost severe weather conditions
with no protection fromstorny westerly |ow pressure systens. Al nost all
of these peaks occur in the high nonadnocks erosion surface described by
Davi es (1959). They display strong glacial norphology with a limted nunber
of tarns but many cirques. Periglacial features such as boulder fields

bl ock streans and rock glaciers are well represented as are dramatic cliff
faces which often display columar jointing. The crests are wusually
relatively flat, strewn with boulders and contain extensive dolerite
rock outcrops. These conponents favour the developnent of fjaeldnark
conditions, where continuous (westerly) wind blasting has the potential to
dry out the soil and blow the finer constituents up against |ow open
heat h vegetation. This dies off on the windward side and so expands to
the east (Kirkpatrick and Harwood 1980). These areas are being 'naturally’
sheet eroded.

Soils in the Mouunt Gssa | and system have stony, strong brown gradationa
profiles with organic rich top soil in protected places. They support
| ow open heaths to open heaths on crest components while slopes are covered
by | ow shrubland with dolerite talus donminating in places.

Most of this land systemis situated in the cradle Muntain Lake St dair
Nati onal Park or the adjoining south west Conservation Area. Mst of these
i naccessible areas are seldom visited although peaks closer to the
overland Track are clinbed frequently.

View of Mount Ossa in the far distance and the rocky crests, cliffs and
rocky slope components which make up the Land System.

188.



Cliff component Mount Ossa Land system - eastern face of Mount
Geryon.
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LAND-SYSTEM

Mt Oss a
972551
Area(ha):
4439 —— o
—
COVPONENT 1 2
PROPORTI ON( %9 70 30
RAI NFALL( nm) Approxi mate Annual Rainfall: >2500
GEOLOGY Jurassic dolerite and dolerite scree
(Ext ensi ve Qutcrop)

TOPOGRAPHY Rugged nountai nous terrain with well devel oped Pl eistocene glacial (erosional) features
Posi tion Sl opes/ Scree Sl opes/Ciffs Rocky Crests
Typi cal Sl ope( ) 60- 70- 90 0-5
NATI VE VEGETATI ON
Structure Low Shrubl and Low Open Shrubland to Open Heath
Floristic Drinmys | anceol ata Cyat hodes Oites acicularis O
Associ at ion petiolaris Oearia pinifolia revol uta Coprosnma
(See Appendix 1 Ri chea acerosa Orites nitida Richea acerosa
for conmon aci cul ari s Lissanthe nontana Epacris serpyllifolia
nanes) Exocar pos hum fusus Cyat hodes petiolaris

Podocar pus | aw enci i Podocar pus | aw enci i

M1 1ligania densiflora Poa Sp Poa sp.

M cr ost robos ni phophi | us

Di sel na archeri
Sa L

Surfacel( A Texture

Cl ay Loam Loam

Loam (Organic in Pl aces)

B Hori zon(subsoil)
Col our (wet)
Texture and
primary profile

Stony, strong brown (7. 5 YR
4/ 6) light clay. Gradational.

St ony, gravelly,
5/8) light clay. Gradational.

strong brown (7.

5

YR

Per neabi 11ty

Hi gh- Moder at e

H gh- Moder at e

Typi cal depth(m

>0. 35

>0. 35

Dept h( A) Hori zon(m

0. 20

0. 20

LAND USE

Nat ure conservati on,

recreation

HAZARDS

Moderate to high sheet erosion




