908221

LODDON

This land system is found scattered about the
north of the study area. It consists of poorly
drained undulating plains with alluvial flats around
some rivers. Small, well drained knolls, scattered
across the plains, are typica on many of the peat
bogs to the south (see Melaleuca and Arthur
Plains Land Systems). Precambrian phyllites and
schists usualy underlie organic soils (of possible
Pleistocene or Tertiary age) but at the south
eastern end of the Loddon Valley Ordovician
sediments occur.

Black peats cover large areas of the land system
often overlying silty mineral soils. Some grey
mineral horizons have flecks of mica suggesting
development from Precambrian schists. As is often
the case in dlightly better drained positions in the
South West, reddish brown organic soils form
surface horizons over relatively deep minera soil
on the small knolls. Peat overlies silty alluvial
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deposits around rivers where high water-tables
have led to mottling of deeper horizons.

Sedgeland/heath, often dominated by
Gymnoschoenus sphaerocephalus, covers the
deeper organic deposits on poorly drained flats.
Sorengelia incarnata, Melaleuca sguamea and
Leptospermum nitidum are common, as are the
sedges Restio monocephalus, Lepidosperma
filiforme and Lepyrodia tasmanica. Species such
as Leptospermum glaucescens, Pteridium
esculentum and Aotus ericoides, which often
indicate moderate to good drainage, occur on
knolls with emergent Eucalyptus nitida, Banksia
marginata and Monotoca glauca scrub. Forest and
scrub dominated by Eucalyptus nitida grows on
the alluvial deposits with rainforest occurring in
places.

Nature conservation and recreation are the main
land uses. Minor track erosion along walking
tracks has resulted in the loss of some peat. This
surface is sometimes protected (armoured) by a
rocky layer. Track bifurcation has led to the
development of numerous muddy wallows.
Another problem is regular firing which can lead
to peat loss and sheet erosion.
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Area(ha): 19862

ALTI TUDI NAL RANGE(m 300- 600 APPROXI MATE ANNUAL RAI NFALL(mm) >2500

SI TE NO. 116/ 380/ - (118/380/-) (119/400/E) 117/ 380/ -
/ ALTI TUDE

m [ ASPECT i

TOPOGRAPHY Undul ating pl ai ns

Posi tion Al luvial flats Poorly drained flats Smal | knolls
Typi cal Sl ope( ) 0 0-5 0-3
Proportion (% 15 80 5

GEQLOGY

Peat overlying O dovician

sedi ments and Precanbrian phyllites and

shists

NATI VE VEGETATI ON
Structure

Open forest/scrub

Open to cl osed sedgel and/ heath

Cl osed heat h/scrub

Eucal yptus nitida

Gymoschoenus sphaer ocephal us

Eucal yptus nitida

Floristic

Banksi a margi nata

Sprengelia incarnata

Banksi a margi nata

Associ ation

Lept osper num | ani aer un

Mel al euca sauanea

Monot oca al auca

(See Appendi x 1

Acaci a deal bata

Lept osper mum ni ti dum

Mel al euca squanea

for comon

Oites diversifolia

Resti o nonocephal us

Bauer a rubi oi des

nanes )

Anopt erus al andul osus

Bauer a rubi oi des

Pt eri di um escul entun

Tel opea truncata

Lepi dospernma filiforme

Aot us eri coi des

Gahni a grandi s

Lepyrodi a tasnmani ca

Lept osper num gl aucescens

Pi tt osporum bi col or

Xyris sp

L. scoparium

Pomaderri s apetal a

Acti notus bel | idi oi des

Gahni a _grandi s

Callistenon viridiflorus

Stvlidiumaranm foliumr

Cvat hodes parvij f

Bauer a rubi oi des

Pat ersoni a sp

olia
Lepi dosperna filiforne

SO L Surface(A or P
hori zon) Col our
(moi st) and texture

Dark reddi sh brown (5 YR 2
5/2) fibrous peat

Reddi sh black (10 R 2. 5/1) to
very dark grey (10 YR 3/1) fibrous
peat over a black (10 YR 2/1) nuck

Dark reddi sh brown (5 YR 2. 5/2)
fibrous peat over a black (2. 5Y
2/ 0) nuck peat

Subsoil (or B horizon)
col our (noist) and
texture

Very dark greyish brown (10 YR
3/2) silty clay | oamover a
nottled fine sandy clay | oam

Back (10 YR 2/1) silty clay over a
gravel ly very dark greyish brown
(10 YR 3/2) silty clay | oam

Thin sandy, gravelly band separates
peat froma dark greyish brown (10
YR 4/2) clay | oam

Primary Profile form Uni form O gane/ Conpl ex Organi c
Depth surface 0. 75 0. 10-0. 20 0. 30
hori zon(m

Typi cal total depth(m >0. 50 0. 35->0. 70 >0. 50
Perneability Moder at e Hi gh Hi gh

LAND USE

Nat ure conservation, recreation

HAZARD

Mbderate track erosion




